
I would like to thank everyone for the warm welcome I have received since 

coming to the district three months ago.  I have been astounded by the 

many achievements of the West Essex Regional School District but have 

been the most impressed by its students.  I am continually greeted by 

smiles, warm welcomes and engaging conversations when I roam the halls.  I have also become an 

advisor to a club and have found the students to be a pleasure to work with.  West Essex pride 

should be alive and well when one sees our students!   

The past few weeks have been spent creating the 2010 ï 2011 budget.  I am proud to say that this 

budget increases spending in the classroom while decreasing administrative costs.  A number of 

new classes and instructional programs have been added or improved, and we will be completing or 

beginning a number of capital (construction) projects.  Please review the budget PowerPoint pres-

entation.  This presentation details all of our initiatives and presents our past yearôs academic test 

scores.  A great deal of these endeavors could not have occurred without the earnest support of our 

employees who voted for a wage freeze.  They all are true educational professionals who care 

about your children.  As I say ï West Essex pride is truly alive and well! 
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 Welcome Spring!!  As the school year draws to a close, everyone is 

looking forward to the warm weather and the promise of summer vacation.  

 The Board of Education has been very busy working with Dr. 

McMahon to develop the 2010-2011 School Year budget and planning the 

construction projects that are being scheduled over summer vacation.  Un-

der Dr. McMahon's leadership, we have a solid budget with NO cuts to ei-

ther our exceptional educational programs or our extensive extra-curricular 

offerings. 

 I would like to thank our wonderful, caring faculty and staff for put-

ting the students of West Essex FIRST and agreeing to a salary freeze for 

the 2010-2011 school year. Their unselfish action has shown that West Es-

sex is a great place. A very special THANK YOU to Tony Janish and 

Marjorie Jameson, WEEA Leadership, for working so hard to help us save 

our Educational Programs and avoid layoffs. 

Editor: Danielle Shanley, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment  
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Take a peek to see the Spring 2010 Profes-

sional Development Academy Offerings .  A 

variety of workshops are being offered to 

teachers for professional development credit.  

There is something for everyone, whether you 

are looking for technology training, new strate-

gies for classroom instruction, improved use of 

assistive technologies, becoming a better poet, 

or improving your body mechanics in the work-

place, there is a workshop for you.  Most ses-

sions are facilitated by our own, talented fac-

ulty.  Registration is on a rolling basis until 

courses are full.  Email SSilva@westex.org if 

you would like to enroll.     

 April 7   Pod/Webcast   

 April 21  Smartboards   

 April 22  

                  & May 6    Socratic Seminar  

 April 27  Kurzweil  

 April 28  Healthy Body Mechanics in 

   the Workplace   

 April 29  Writerôs Workshop (in 

   honor of National Poetry 

   Day)  

 April 29  Creating Your Own Class 

   Website  

 May 5  Achieve 3000  

 May 19 Pod/Webcast   

  

Time for Testing  

NJASK 7 and 8:   April 27 -30 

EOC BIO Exam:   May 17 &18 

EOC Algebra  Exam:  May 24 

AP TESTING:   May 3 - 14 

Other Contemporary Readings in 

Education: (select any link) 

Curriculum 21: Essential Education 

for a Changing World  By Heidi Hayes 

Jacobs   

Why Students Donôt Like School: A 

Cognitive Scientist Answers Ques-

tions About How the Mind Works and 

What It Means for the Classroom  By 

Daniel T. Willingham  

Adolescents and Digital Literacies: 

Learning Alongside Our Students By 

Sara Kajder 

***Check out the 

NEW website by 

the NJ Department 

of Education: Pre-

paring students to 

connect, collabo-

rate and compete 

in a  

global society!  

CLICK HERE!  

Read This Article:  

ñBecoming a Class-

room of Readersò  

By Donalyn Miller  

Read This Article:  

ñWhat Would Socrates 

Say?ò  

By Peter W. Cookson Jr.   
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Mrs. Jamesonôs Honors 

Computer Graphics III stu-

dents have spent the third 

marking period developing 

a forestry education pro-

ject.  Students first enjoyed 

a visit from the State Fire 

Warden and members of 

the NJ State Forestry De-

partment to learn the func-

tions of the department and 

gather information to create 

authentic, educational ma-

terials such as a junior fire 

fightersô manual, badges, 

and other peripheral mate-

rials for use with the For-

estry Departmentôs grade school education program for the state of New Jersey.  Great work 

might be eligible for use on a national level. Our students have demonstrated impressive crea-

tivity.  This wonderful opportunity has cultivated their talents and ñImagineeringò capabilities. 
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